


In the spirit of Giroux's provocative oppositional and transformative 
politics, and radical trust in the potential of academic freedom vouchsafed 
in acts of being prompted by "critical", "critique", "criticism", resistance, 
etc., we bring to our readership this issue of NUML Journal of Critical Inquiry 
(JCI) that re-enacts its first promise, that is, to educe something new and 
different, bringing on front lines, matters that ask for attention and 
anchorage in what is the hope of education so beautifully said by Smith 
(1988 a): "How are we to respond to new life in our midst in such a way life 
together can go on, in a way that does not foreclose on the future?" 
Otherwise, how can we as educators fulfill our roles as educating beings?

The educational nature of the matters itself asks us to listen, to 
attend to silence that pronounces the end of the need to address them, 
because issues related to such matters like "returning of the possibility of 
the living Word", ask for a "return to the essential generativity of human 
life, a sense of life in which there is always something left to say, with all the 
difference, risk, and ambiguity that such generativity entails" (Jardine, 
1992). It's a calling then, that asks us to return to a "liberal" education that 
involves an exploration in which one is engaged in confronting that which is 
"other" that will also involve a "moment of loss of self" (Gadamer, 1977).

Words prompted by such a return cannot be pinned down, for when 
we attempt to do so, the words, as Jardine envisages, will rise again 
recognizing the place of language, culture, and history in human life and 
discourse, eliciting from the academics as responsible adults, and students 
as responsive agents, a promise to open up the "risk-laden conversation" 
and critical spaces that the narrative of education involves and requires.

Such a movement in education appears in the form of episodic 
conversation with the texts and textures of human life that make up this 
issue of JCI. Recognizing these advents as matters of education, thinking, 
inquiry, discourse, the task of inquiring then, is to take the risk and open up 
inquiry that propels the generativity of the word's challenge to humankind 
to be in the world in another way, that is, in what Levinas calls "an affective 
state". The cause of this affection, as Miskawayh, a 12th century Islamic 
humanist indicates, is "fellowship [uns]", for man [sic] is, by nature, inclined 
to fellowship, and not savage or averse to others".

Consider then, the imaginative wisdom and imaginative love we 
need to manifest to fulfill our basic love-need [uns) and this dreamful



apocalypse, a dream of the highest compassion. Waking up with this dream, 
JCI offers 5 such attempts at criticality, and critical challenge to knowledge, 
word, many forms of language, and ways of polic(y)ing languages and 
statement on language policies, power of language and language of power, 
world and its many-faceted discourse, lived experiences and spaces, the 
nature of academia and role and responsibility of academics, and the 
university alibi, espousing attention to questions around pedagogy and the 
relevance of pedagogy to human sustainability and human solidarity. This 
also presupposes the way that meaningful education, value-laden pedagogy 
and language discourse and a significant world can become what they ought 
to be. The challenge is to explore the 'change and transform' technology 
that is necessary for the "horizon of future" towards which we have to 
move together and work together to create an inclusive context of 
intelligibility, to which we can respond in a meaningful, sensitive, 
productive, active and shared way.

This drooping dusk 
out of suspense 

figures, configures sense.
I and simultaneous Other is desire.

My smile seduces light
out of darkness and spreads.

If no-thing, what else is the matter with me.

Warmly,

Final word from the Editor
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