


Editor’s Note

Text editors are the behind-the-scene sculptors of the writer’s 

work. The editor sees every single text as a place for solitude and 

much reflexive thought. He or she stops here to wonder at and 

wander around and within Words in the world of the text, admiring 

how from tiny coral ideas grows a marvel and yet, at the same time, 

standing back to know what lies ahead. The editor, along with his/her 

photographic lens, has a third eye with which s/he picks upon every 

missed opportunity and uses everything at hand to correct, coach, and 

inspire researchers and new writers to take the text back and do 

better, supporting their obsession to get it right, and all the time, 

reminding himself or herself, ‘To edit a text I need to know the 

subject thoroughly. I always must do my homework. I need to have a 

PhD in every subject I work on.’

Such an editor and his/her editorial team sit in distinctive and 

unique company with researchers and writers who work endlessly for 

their unshakable belief in excellence. These are lessons they have 

taken to heart, and their resolve to challenge and critique pedagogies 

and practices, attitudes and views that want to play safe ‘inside the 

box’ and thereby, resist indeterminacy and play that may ask them to 

cross borders and disciplines, approaches and orthodoxies; rethink the 

audience and reader relationship; reconfigure the systems and 

structures; meet and transgress standards but not without reflection 

on reflection. Such powerful bases for scepticism is a given in 

research, and that presupposes a criticalist attitude with which 

researchers raise awareness of available signifying systems and



subsequently, point to a hinterland of meaning that can bring about 

“change through critical understanding” (van Dijk, 1993).

It is with this critical-centric approach of research and 

scholarship that the Journal of Critical Inquiry has been envisioned 

and prepared. The intent is to encourage a critical consciousness and 

critical intelligence in our researchers, scholars and writers, and thus 

prepare them for a critical inquisitioning of their subjects, and the 

monologic and monolithic state of mind that refuses to see, hear and 

respond to the other. This insistent moment will arrest them in a 

continual bout of work that has to be done in the best way.

Individually, the papers in this issue vary in style and intent. 

Collectively, the papers discuss challenges in (a) the 

conceptualization, (b) the ‘doing’, (c) the writing up and (d) the 

author’s lived personal experiences within and against the academic 

and non-academic institutions and their practices, provoking us to 

know their effects and implications for society and the world at large; 

relocating the researcher as writer, and writer as researcher in the 

center of interpretation that involves the experience of ‘standing in 

the midst of something’, that can be text, and context within (con)text 

and outside context as well. This kind of relocationing furbishes new 

thinkings, doings, beings and becomings that are “full of truth­

seeking and vulnerability and heartful engagement” as Carl Leggo 

(2009, p. Xi) would like us to reimagine. And like Freire (1993), we 

will understand that “the role of a consciously progressive education 

is ... to stmulate doubt, criticism, curiosity, questioning, a taste for 

risk taking, the adventure of creating” (p. 50). Only then texts and 

narratives invite us to engage in researching with an open mind and



heart in order to “pursue vibrant possibilities of transformation”, and 

focus on “opening up possibilities for wide-ranging connections, 

wuestions, and insights.”

Such a courageous and creative questing would be both 

prophetic and provocative, asking for the evocation of alternative 

realities that can take us beyond “the language of the empire (that is) 

surely the language of manageability, of production and schedule and 

market. But that language will never permit or cause freedom because 

there is no newness in it” (2001, p. 18). To cultivate that freedom, our 

researchers, scholars, educators and writers need to re-search for 

diverse and divergent paths, critical pedagogy, contemporary and 

innovative scholarship and practice, and more than ever, make an 

enthusisatic commitment to collective truth-seeking, even 

transcendence of truth with its invocation to a form of being that has 

assigned for itself a deeply radical task of human solidarity through 

insightful change.

The editorial team takes advantage of this space to thank 

Barbra Bickel, the celebrated Canadian artist for graciously 

contributing to this journal with her art piece. It singnificantly crosses 

borders and continents to initiate exchanges and conversations that 

are transformational.

Time awaits to see our rebirthing that is infinitely leavening 

for self-surrender.

Come on!

There is great adventure beyond 

The gift of seeing at all levels, and ideas lying unambiguously



in moments we know not,

open acorns for minds not familiar to the caprices of habit, 

weary of playing on both sides, 

now all the more ready to resist the playfulness of an 

‘eye’ that has already seen or was able to see, 

but to see some nuances in the act of seeing, subtly 

harmonized by the indulgent heart and nerves, 

wrapping up the indulgence, and 

give meaning to that great adventure beyond

Final word from the Editor

For details on access to complete papers, send an email to 
numl.editor@gmail.com

Good word!
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